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Director of Education CRO
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR OFFER

1. Grants

• Tend to be need-based: Expected Family 
Contribution matters

•Institutional Awards

•Pell Awards: Federal program for lower-
income candidates

3. Work Study

•Opportunity to work at university

2. Scholarships

• Mostly merit-based on certain qualities, like 
academics or athletics

•Many scholarships have rules and obligations 
(ex: maintain GPA)

4. Student / Parent 
Loans

•Backed by the government

•Direct Federal Loan (Stafford Loan) – 2 
forms

•Parent Plus Loan
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00

Make sure you know if the gift 
aid is merit or need-based aid!

00
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HOW DO WE KNOW IF WE RECEIVED A FAIR AWARD?

COA

COST OF ATTENDANCE

“Sticker Price”

NEED

AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL AID THE 
FAMILY IS POTENTIALLY ELIGIBLE FOR

CAP COST PROJECTIONS

EFC

EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION
What colleges think you can pay annually
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SHOULD WE ALWAYS APPEAL?

BAD CANDIDATES
FOR APPEAL

GOOD CANDIDATES
FOR APPEAL

Private College

COVID Impact

Retirement Distribution

Divorced / Separated / Remarried

(Watch out for IM/FM Colleges!)

Business Owners

Better offer from competing college(s)

State / Public Colleges & Universities with no changes and no 

one-time distributions

Is It Ever A Waste Of Time?

9

10



6

P A G E 11© 2023 College Aid Pro - All Rights Reserved.

ASSESSING YOUR CHANCES

✓ Know where you fit in their admin profile

✓ Understand that public colleges are less likely to entertain an appeal

✓ Many colleges accommodate requests that they would have never 

considered 10 years ago

✓ Go to College Aid Pro to see how much non-need aid the school provides

✓ Compare your offer to their discount rate

▪ If you are expected to pay less than their average family, your chances 

of success increase

✓ Must take action well before May 1 
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GUIDEPOSTS FOR YOUR SUCCESS

✔ Understand the implications and limitations of Early Decision

✔ Demonstrate your interest throughout

✔ Stay respectful no matter how frustrated you might become

✔ Nurture personal relationships with college professionals

✔ Complete every step the college recommends promptly

✔ Compare your offers, especially between "like" institutions

✔ Be prepared to show competing offers (hang onto ALL offers you receive)

✔ Compare 4-year and 6-year graduation rates to evaluate likelihood of 5th

year

✔ Appeal to correct department:  Admissions or Financial Aid?

11

12

http://collegeaidpro.com/


7

P A G E 13© 2023 College Aid Pro - All Rights Reserved.

HOW TO APPEAL FOR THE BEST POSSIBLE PACKAGE 

5. Be Persistent!
(Demonstrate Interest)

2. Ask For Specific 
Amount Of Additional
Aid

3. Show Awards Offered
By Other Colleges

1. Bring Color / 
Background To Your 
Story

4. Challenge Expenses
Not Considered On 
Taxes

6. Student Lead The Charge
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BEFORE APPEAL
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AFTER APPEAL

Before: $22,000 free money

After:  $31,700 free money

© 2023 College Aid Pro - All Rights Reserved.

Page 18

15

16



9

NEXT STEPS

FINANCIAL ADVISORS

We are here to support you!

Talk with CAP about how we can 

support your practice

Book an Intro Call with Dave Bowman

HERE

Join Roundtable!
Click Here
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https://meetings.hubspot.com/daveb8
https://collegeaidpro.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Vrkt6VnOQnSvsCs2kp_mxA
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